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CBE calls public 
hearings ‘vital’ 

to decisions
Sarah Mcginnis

Calgary Herald

As students head back to class 
this week, Calgary school 
boards will meet with the 

public to debate the merits of clos-
ing two small schools.

Calgary Board of Education trust-
ees and district staff will host a public 
meeting this Thursday to discuss the 
fate of Queensland Downs School.

The southeast elementary has 173 
students but space for almost twice 
as many children. 

Nearby Deer Run and Haultain 
Memorial schools also have fewer 
students than they can accommodate, 
and district staff are recommending 
consolidating all of the kids into two 
schools.

But some Queensland parents have 
spoken out against the plan.

“I think they are closing the wrong 
school in the area. We are very cen-
tral. We are right by the junior high. 
If they kept our school open, they 
wouldn’t have to be busing any kids,” 
said Queensland Downs school coun-
cil president Susanne Allan.

A notice from the CBE describes 
Haultain Memorial School as being 
more centrally located in Queens–
land, north of Canyon Meadows 
Drive, while Deer Run School is 
the only school south of Canyon 
Meadows Drive in Deer Run.

Allan is hoping for a strong com-
munity turnout at Thursday’s meet-
ing, which will be held at Queensland 
Downs School at 7 p.m.

But she said some parents are  
already resigned to the school clos-
ing.

The Queensland Downs School 
closure is far from a done deal, said 
CBE spokesman Ted Flitton.

Trustees must vote to approve 
shutting down any school.

In the past, the board has rejected 
some proposed school and program 
closures after hearing the public’s 
reaction, he said.

Flitton urged those with concerns 
to attend Thursday’s meeting.

“It’s vital for people to let trustees 
know how they feel about administra-
tion’s proposal,” said Flitton.

CBE trustees will also be head-

ing to Dalhousie School at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday to discuss removing the 
school’s regular program.

Even if approved, Dalhousie School 
would remain open and Spanish bi-
lingual instruction could expand.

Catholic parents in Bridgeland are 
also preparing for their own school 
closure meeting next week. 

The Calgary Catholic School Dis-
trict is exploring whether it will shut 
down St. Angela School, which has 
103 students.

Trustees and district staff will 
gather with parents and concerned 
community members at the school 
at 7 p.m. on Jan. 12.

Save Our Inner City School  
Coalition president and parent Laurie 
Stretch is looking forward to hearing 
the district make its case for closing 
her small community school.

“We still don’t believe we have seen 
a compelling argument in favour 
of closing St. Angela in light of the 
growing community and the fact that 
the school population is expected 
to grow in the coming years, not 
shrink,” Stretch said.

The ability to offer quality 
programs for so few children and 
financial issues have been cited as 
factors to look at in examining the 
future of the school. 

“It is important to note that no 
decision will be made by the Board of 
Trustees until parents and the public 
have had an opportunity to provide 
input with respect to this important 
community matter,” the district said 
in a note to parents published on 
its website.
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Parents protest planned school closures

Kipper and son
Flames goalie Miikka Kiprusoff and his son, Aaron, 4, watch the Calgary Flames’  

annual skills competition Sunday at the Pengrowth Saddledome. Fans enjoyed the 
chance to get autographs and see their favourite players go through their paces.

Gavin Young, Calgary Herald

Perry Cavanagh, president of 
Hockey Calgary, said the organiza-
tion was aware of the increase to 
the cost of ice time at the beginning 
of the season and had alerted indi-
vidual associations to build it into 
their budgets for the year.

“We knew well in advance,” he 
said of the city’s three-year budget 
process. “There should be no sur-
prises.”

He said about half the association’s 
ice rentals are city rinks and the rest 
are private arenas.

A round of golf at city-owned 
courses, meanwhile, will cost between 
50 cents and $2 more in 2010.

Lower capital costs for water and 
waste water projects led to smaller 
than anticipated rate increases, but 
increases nonetheless. The average 
metered bill will rise by about $3.04 a 
month, while non-metered customers 
will be hit with a $3.61 boost.

Adult transit fares are also going 
up, by 25 cents to $2.75 for a single 
fare. While adult and youth monthly 
passes are also increasing, the cost 
of a low-income pass isn’t changing, 
after council decided to maintain 
the 2009 price for this year.

Pincott said while no one likes rate 
increases, it’s important to keep up 
the level of transit service the city 
is providing.

“It means we maintain the degree 
of service we have and we’re not 
eroding it,” he said, noting the city 
won’t increase the amount of service 
it provides in 2010 by as much as 
originally planned. 

“I think if we remove the fare in-
crease, we’d have to nibble away at 
even more of the service increase, 
and that’s absolutely the wrong thing 
to do.”
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Some people might think they’ve 
had H1N1 if hit with the flu last fall, 
but there’s no way to be certain be-
cause only those who were seriously 
ill were being tested for the strain, 
said Dickinson.

“If you got what you thought was 
the flu, it’s probably still best to have 
the vaccine,” he said, adding it’s bet-
ter to be safe than sorry.

According to Alberta Health Ser-
vices, H1N1 has been linked to the 
deaths of 69 people in Alberta as 
of Dec. 30. 

The mass clinics at Avenida Vil-
lage, Brentwood Village Mall and 
the Whitehorn EMS station will 
be open from noon to 7 p.m. today 
through Thursday, and from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. They 
closed for the holidays just before 
Christmas.

Since the vaccination program be-
gan in October, 1.2 million Albertans 
— about a third of the population 
— received the shot.

About 45 per cent of Canada’s 
population of roughly 34 million has 
been vaccinated since the H1N1 shot 
became available across the country 
Oct. 26. 

Unless significantly more Cana-
dians decide they want the vaccine, 
the country is poised to have more 
than 20 million unused doses at the 
end of this flu season in April. 
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The combined economic impact 
on the city from the five major events 
alone was estimated to be close to 
$90 million.

And of course, it wasn’t just about 
sports as Calgary played host to the 
Dalai Lama and the international 
WorldSkills competition as well.

“For many hoteliers, 2009 was 
a bit of a saving grace. General 
business travel was off, and travel 
from the U.S. was down. Having 
these events helped save the year. 
Without them, it would have been a 
much bleaker picture,” says Joseph 
Clohessy, general manager of the 
downtown Calgary Marriott and 
president of the Calgary Hotel  
Association.

Randy Williams, new CEO of Tour-
ism Calgary, says the 1988 Winter 
Olympics was really a launching 
pad for Calgary as far as solidify-
ing a reputation for hosting major 
events.

“Calgary’s got a lot of advantages” 
particularly with the convention 
centre and the Stampede facilities, 
he says.

“A lot of cities have one venue as 
an option but Calgary has a couple 
of options to look at. And they’re 
looking at the expansion of the con-
vention centre and that’s an oppor-
tunity for the future. . . . We’ve also 
got good air access into Calgary and 
it’s improving, which is important. 
We’ve got a good airport facility here 
and it’s fairly close in to the city. It’s 
got a reputation for hosting. Every 
time you host a major event, it adds 
to your asset base as far as reputa-
tion with organizers of international 
events.”

Calgary Mayor Dave Bronconnier 
describes 2009 as a “banner year for 
tourism and sport” in Calgary, with 
numerous major events.

“They kept Calgary in the fore-
front in terms of a place for active 
participation,” he says. “Overall, it 
was a stellar year and a great A-class 
performance for Calgary hosting.”

He says the city is working on a 
number of events for 2010 that have 
not been announced.

One of biggest that’s known is 
the annual meeting of the Inter-
American Development Bank in 
March 2011. 

“This is very big,” the mayor says.
Tourism Calgary says the antici-

pated attendance for that event is 
4,000, which equates to about 20,000 
hotel room nights for the city.

When the announcement was 
made last year regarding Calgary 
hosting the event, Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper said it was a “testa-
ment to Calgary’s increasing stature 
as a world financial centre.”

It is the first time since 1990 that 
a Canadian city has been chosen to 
host the prestigious international 
forum.

But while Calgary is becoming 
known internationally as a financial 
centre as well as being recognized as 
an energy sector, it has long been a 
powerhouse in the sports world.

The Calgary Sport Tourism Au-

thority, a group of business people 
who volunteer their expertise to bid 
for major sport and cultural events 
on behalf of the city, has been in-
strumental in securing many of this 
year’s events, as well as the 2012 IIHF 
World Junior Championship slated 
for Calgary and Edmonton in De-
cember 2011 and January 2012.

“We’re thrilled about all the excit-
ing events on Calgary’s horizon,” said 
chairman Doug Mitchell. 

“This city has an outstanding track 
record for hosting international 
sport events. This (past) year is 
an example of how hard the CSTA 
and its partners have worked, and 
will continue to work, on attract-
ing international sport events to our 
calendar that stimulate economic 
activity, provide community lega-

cies and benefits to our tourism 
industry.”

Mitchell says the group is “work-
ing on all sorts of events. Can we 
do the same as in (2009) with all 
those events? It’s probably going to 
be tough.”

Brookman says Calgary really 
works well for big business events. 
It is recognized as a business city, 
an energy city.

“So anything that caters to the en-
ergy industry, anything that caters to 
the high-tech industry, any of those 
big shows, that’s what we want to 
go after. And I think we’re going to 
put a plan in place that will really 
see us doing that,” he says.

“I really believe that it’s critical that 
we expand our convention centre. I 
think it’s critical that we finish another 
hall at the BMO Centre, and the next 
two or three years we’ve got to get a 
few more hotel rooms. Those are all 
bits and pieces. You can’t sign the big 
convention and then have no place 
for people to sleep. So it all has to 
work in tandem. 

“But there’s no question our con-
vention centre is too small for the 
city and for the dreams we have for 
bringing big shows here.”
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EVENTS: ‘Banner year’ for tourism, says mayor
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The Grey Cup festival was just one of many national events that  
Calgary hosted in 2009.
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word of the dayword of the day

quadrennial
\kwah-DREN-ee-ul\ (adjective)

DEFINITION: occurring or being done every four
years

The 1990 U.S. soccer team was the first U.S. team
in 40 years to qualify for the championship
tournament in the quadrennial World Cup.
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